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| Sy Hescrintis of the German Evangelical Lutheran 
x _ Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States 
Le eat the first annual meeting of the same, held at Chicago, Illinois, 
7 from April 26 to May 6, 1847 
x Preface 
a> As a result of conferences held by a number of ministers of 
~ the Ev. Lutheran Church in September, 1845, at Cleveland * and 
in July, 1846, at Fort Wayne,” chiefly for the purpose of dis- 
cussing and preparing a synodical constitution based on the Word 
of God and the pure Confession of the Evang. Lutheran Church, 
there gathered on April 24, 1847, and the following days. at Chi 
cago, IIL, a number of preachers and delegates, according to an 
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_ agreement peace at nthe Bee bane in order to constitute 
themselves on the basis of the synodical constitution adopted by 


the latter conference, published in No.1 of the third volume of — 


the Lutheraner, and later printed in pamphlet form, as “German 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States.” 
Unfortunately some of the clerical brethren who had been 
present at those conferences and others * who were inclined to unite 
with this Synod were hindered by difficult circumstances to appear 
personally and to co-operate at this first important meeting. — 
A dear member of those conferences, the esteemed Brother Burger, 


pastor at Wilshire, Van Wert Co., Ohio, had been called by the 


Lord of the harvest to the Resvenly (harvest) on March 26 of 


this year. — On the other hand, there appeared at this Synod other 
brethren in the faith who had come over from Germany in the 
course of the last year and entered into the great harvest of the 
“far West.” ? 

Now all who were present at this our first apnoea! meeting 
surely look back with hearty gratitude to God, who has so ap- 
parently futhered the work begun in His name, and with inmost 
joy over the results already attained upon those days of their 
fraternal association, and look into the future confident of the 
continued help of our God, with the fondest hopes for the blessed 
continuation of the work begun. — Our congregations will feel 


reassured concerning various misgivings which they may possibly | 


have had concerning such a synodical organization, as they now 
see from the proceedings that the Synod according to the spirit 
of its constitution is looking only to the true welfare of the con- 
gregations. 

But without a doubt also all true friends and promoters of the 
Kingdom of God will share our sentiments of gratitude and joy 
as they gain, not only from our constitution, but also from this 
first report of our Synod, the conviction that this Synod now stands 
as a fresh and strong plant upon the churchly ground and foun- 
dation of the divine truth — needing and expecting only that it be 
watered with prayer, counsel, and deed and that God will give 
the increase! — 

Possibly it will please many a reader if we first give him a 
general view of the entire business transactions. 
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Already before the Nicotine of Synod’s business proper, 
namely on Jubilate Sunday, as also during the time of the sessions 


oh 


~ 


‘of the Sods a mtnmber of sermons were _ preached by various | 


brethren in ‘the ministry. 


The synodical sessions teat? on Monday morning, April 26, 


and lasted until Thursday evening, May 6. The sessions were 


opened daily with a hymn, and at the beginning and close of the 
same, God, the Giver of all good gifts, was implored for His | 


assistance and blessing by a brother appointed by the president. 
The forenoon sessions usually lasted from 8 to 12 o’clock, 


_and the afternoon sessions from 1:30 or 2 until 5 or 6 o'clock. 
The preliminary presentation and discussion of the topics in- 

troduced, as well as the later resolution concerning the same, were 

always done in open synodical meeting. Matters which required — 


special examination or preparation were referred to corresponding 
committees, which in later sessions brought in their report, which, 
in turn, was then: carefully examined by the Synod and, if neces- 
sary, amended and finally raised to a synodical resolution. 


The rule in Chap. IV, § 24,° according to which the preachers 


concerned are to submit to a colloquy, found application several 


times; — but these colloquies were not held in open session, but 


privately before the Synod. 

During the synodical convention there were appointed from 
time to time ten temporary committees to whom for the most part 
very important and difficult tasks were referred; one opinion was 
rendered, three instructions and six other documents were com- 


posed; four colloguies were held; two preachers were given 
posed; iq ; Pp g§ 


churchly ordination, and seven sermons were preached. 

On the whole, 18 public synodical sessions were held, in the 
last of which the officers and standing committees of the Synod 
for the next three-year term were chosen and finally the Visitor 
[circuit rider}, sent out by the Synod, was solemnly commissioned. 

Upon the resolution of the Synod the following excerpt from 
the minutes, omitting everything unessential, was compiled. 

; The Secretary 
Synodical Report 
= ENOL 
‘FIRST WEEK 

On Jubilate Sunday, 1847, in the morning at 9 o’clock, the 
preachers and lay delegates who had arrived on the two previous 
days assembled in the German Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chi- 
cago,’ together with many members of the congregation, for confes- 
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: sion and absolution. At 1( 
Heth at for as divine service, and Pastor | 
haart bie ~ Gospel for this day, John 16: 16-23 
celebration of the Holy Supper, t a ces 

‘ stitution of our most blessed switee ie 2 P. M. BT service f 
was held, and Pastor Dr. W. Sihler preached on Acts 2:42,—In 
the evening the brethren gathered in the dwelling of the local 
pastor, A. Selle, and agreed ‘on the procedure for the opening of 
the first synodical session on the following day.” igh d ee 


a ars ene I. Tcitcions on Monday, Apel 265 eases 
/ On Monday, April 26, the first session, like all the rest later 
Poe id aeh = ree Was opened with hymn and prayer. Pastor A. Selle made an. 
address to the assembled brethren in’ which he impressed upon 
ts them the i important purpose of this convention. Then followed the 
fae ns Mice ast - preliminary signing of the synodical constitution, at first by those 
pastors and their lay delegates who at the last conference ® had 
te taken part in its preparation, by which these first constituted them- 

-. selves as a synod and thereupon received the rest. These first 
ea signers organized themselves as a synodical body by electing the 
sora officers pro tempore; namely: Pastor C. F. W. Walther as pres: 
ident, Pastor F. W. Husmann as secretary, and Dr. W. Sihler as 
treasurer. — Then followed the reception and signing of the rest 

Be of the pastors, which was continued from time to time on the fol-. 
lowing days with the newcomers. — However, the necessary dif- 
ference was made, according to Chap. III, § 3,° of the constitution, _ 
that only those preachers and their lay delesties who were author- 

a ized by their congregations and thus joined with their congregations 
were received as being entitled to vote and that, on the other hand, 
those preachers who joined only for their own person and thus 
without their congregations were received as s advisory members of 


the Synod. 


Nore. — Advisory members of this Synod therefore are not those 
who, like in other synods of this country, are only casual and temporary, — 
2 ty but pean members of the same. The Secretary. 


RPace ba 


For a better general view we here compile the names of all 
“members, also of those persons and lay delegates who entered ate 
a later session. 


u, Union nome Ohio. 
; Louis, Mo. 

of the congregation at St. Louis. 
or in Allen and Adams County, Ia. Wet Ray, 
‘Pastor in Adams County, Ia., fs the left bank aS the OP Spek ho ae Fees 


“y 


a) i © 
; pastor in Kosciusko Bef Marshall County, la. Wiener. hs =Car sagem 
ee delegate Yok ober nS i 
a Ma Pal , pastor at Neumelle, St. Charles Co.. Mo. At Mer ee 
a G. Streckfuss, pastor at Wilshire, Van Wert co. Ohio. Malis Bs res 
lea 7. Poeschke, pastor in the Hassler Settlement, Byreau [Bureau] Cope = et 
and on the Saminaque, Ill. ery A Es Sea 
ae Aug. ‘Craemer, pastor at Frankenmut, ‘Mich. NA ker dS 

na L. Bernthal, delegate from Frankenmut, Mich. ict geen Ae ee 

-E. M. Buerger, pastor at Buffalo, N. Y. RIN iy We ety 

Ww. Scholz, pastor at Minden, Washington (ees Ill. oa: ONE en cre 
o ¥ ‘b. NAMES ‘OF THE ADVISORY PASTORS, JOINING ONLY FOR ees NS Nan tock 


' OWN PERSON: ; ee NP PM See, 
ees H. oebet: eee at Altenburg, Perry Co., Mo. — : eine 
, ee Ch. A. Th. Selle, pastor at Chicago, Ill. 

©. Fuerbringer, pastor on Elkhorn Prairie, Ill. iat tae 
A. Wolter, teacher in the seminary at Fort Wayne, Ta. rare Seago 
J. Trautmann, pastor at Danbury, Ohio. ee ao 
- Wilhelm Richmann, pastor in Fairfield County, Ohio. 
C. Fricke, candidate for the holy ministry from Fort Wise Ta. 
Th. J. Brohm, pastor in New York; absent. é 

i ‘ W. Hattstaedt, pastor at Monroe, Mich.; absent. Baa 
J. E. Schneider, pastor at Marion, Ohio; absent. Pent. 

A. ‘Detzer, pastor in Williams County, Ohio; absent. ah arte 


Finally there were present at the synod, partly as guests, partly » tS 
on special business, for a longer or shorter time, the following 
_ gentlemen: 
F. A. Hoffmann, pastor at Addison, Il. 
-Geier [C. L. Geyer], pastor, and Hoekendorf, delegate, from 
Watertown, Wisconsin. 
: J. D. Bewersdorf and E. Kaine eee: from Milwaukie Coenen’ 
and Freystadt, Wisconsin. | pt 
C. Faude, delegate from Busalo: and 
Jul. Biltz, studiosus theol. from Altenburg, Mo. 
_ Nore.—A complete register of the pastors and congregations be- < , 


SS to the Synod is found. appended at the close of this See 
The Secretary. 
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The preliminary signing of the constitution, the election of 
the officers pro tem., the examination of the credentials, the ad- 
mission of the members, the reception of the written proposals and 


petitions, and the reading of a number of letters occupied the 


greater part of today’s synodical session. 

In regard to the Pastors C. J. H. Fick and J. G. Streckfuss 
the Synod decided that both, before their reception, according to 
Chap. V, § 24,"" would have to submit to a colloquy. — C. Fricke 
was received as a candidate for the holy ministry and as an ad- 
visory member of the Synod. 

Pastor Geier and the delegate Mr. Hoekendorf appeared be- 
fore the Synod and declared that they would enter into fellowship 
with us if a change were made in the constitution. This proposal 
was referred to a committee for examination and report. 

A letter from Pastor W. Hattstaedt in which he asked the 
Synod for advice concerning difficult circumstances in his congre- 
gations, was referred to another committee for report. 

Upon the proposal of Candidate C. Fricke the Synod resolved 
to send him out as a Visitor [circuit rider} and in accordance with 
this appointed a committee to draft an instruction for the Visitor, 
which will be recorded in its place. | 
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In the evening the colloquy with Pastors C. J. H. Fick and 
J. G. Streckfuss was held. 


II. Transactions on Tuesday, April 27 


The committee to which the letter of Pastor W. Hattstaedt 
had been referred reported today. In consequence, Pastor Dr. W. 
Sihler was instructed to write to Pastor Hattstaedt. A proposal 
of Pastor Dr. Sihler concerning the calling of Pastor Oster to the 
seminary in Fort Wayne was referred to a committee for report. 

Then a declaration came up for discussion, sent in by the 
congregation at Frohna, Perry Co., Mo., concerning a change and 
elimination of an addition to the constitution, Chap. V, § 14 sub b,”” 
in regard to private confession. The addition namely, that the 
general confession and absolution, in those congregations where 
insuperable obstacles stand in the way of their complete elimina- 
tion, might be retained beside the private confession, was there 
declared “un-Lutheran, offensive, superfluous, incautious, and in- 
sufficient,” of which, however, the Synod could not be convinced 
by the reasons adduced.— The conference of preachers which is 


congregations for soatacon oteees rh. 2 


eee) “a : ‘ ar. 4 a 


Maula impose Cena coon pike individual ead a ~ s 
| have buiding” saree upon the latter. Such as ts ES at ae 


ue Ges See it rand iy a fone celia ae peek 
voluntarily accepted and confirmed ie Pa congresation| <i hy 
t the OL es is not in Say with the Word of Poe OE pn ak a Peas 


ey ¥ 66 cata of ‘the Ev. Lutheran sevafaioe at 

waukie, Ia. (now Mishawaka, Ind.), through Pastor G.K. _ 

istet brought the petition before the Synod to furnish them iS hi 
a preacher. The Synod requested Brother Schuster to take — Are 
the spiritual care of those people for the time being, until 

- Synod would be in a position to fulfill their wish; and the 

sec etary was instructed to communicate this resolution to the peti- 

-tioners in writing. ; 
Since according to Chap. we 8 738 of the constitution the 
President i is to make visitation trips in the territory of Synod, and 

that he is to make such trips according to instructions issued to 

him: for this purpose, a committee was now appointed for the 
drafting of such instructions, which will also be communicated i in 

7 their a | 


boted, “ft "ay, ney ke me declared oe it ah = 
ts power to further this projected edition of the Book of 
4, — and that it would hereby draw the attention of all con- 
ations in its territory to that reprint of the Small Catechism. 
. ~ Pastor F. W. Poeschke now handed in.a request for his ree 
on into the as The Synod decided that he must submit phar 


¥ 


1 perio € of 

Syie was he next topic mee Chap. IV, § 4 1s [he kind 
offer of the President to transfer the Lutheraner to the Synod for 
this purpose was received with thanks. The Synod resolved that 

- the present publisher remain the editor of this paper; —that the 
full ownership of the same hould be vested in the Synod, start- 

ing with the fourth volume, and that in the title the addition should — 
Benvades “Published by the German Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, edited by C. F. W. Walther.” 
In the instructions to be issued to the editor the recommendation _ 
should be contained to take into consideration, more than hitherto, 


27 


=} 


the happenings in the church circles in this country. The future 


treasurer of the Lutheraner shall be bound to see to it that the 
subscribers to this paper pay the whole volume annually in ad- 
_ vance.— The standing committee for the publication of the Luthe- 
raner was appointed at the end of the synodical sessions. 

“In the evening at 8 o’clock there was a setvice, and Pastor O. 
Buerbriager preached on 1 Cor. 15:14-19. 
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After the service a colloquy was held with pies F. W. 
Poeschke, and on the next day there followed the reception of 
the same, after the President had especially drawn his attention 
to the conditions contained in Chap. II of the constitution. 


III. Transactions on Wednesday, April 28 


-Yesterday’s discussion concerning the Lutheraner as the chirclis 
paper of this Synod was resumed today, and the special review 
of the church papers of this country was assigned to the following 
pastors for continued perusal: 

the Wahrheitsfreund to Dagon O. Fuerbringer; 


the Kath. Kirchenzeitung to Pastor A. Wolter; ; aoe 


the Observer to Pastor Dr. W. Sihler; 

the Apologet to Pastor C. J. H. Fick; 

the Christl. Zeitschrift to Pastor G. H. Loeber; 
the Standard to Pastor Th. J. Brohm; 

the Hirtenstimme to Pastor A. Craemer; 

the Luth. Botschafter to Pastor A. Schieferdecker; 
the Lichtfreund to Pastor C. J. H. Fick; 

the Missionsbote to Pastor J. F. Buenger; 

the Biene to Pastor A. Ernst; wh 

the Fackel to Pastor A. Wolter. 


.r 


. 


ae sere ides. rae oie asehih now a) before che acai , 
_and asked in the name of their constituents for the counsel and — 
ee of the Synod i in their situation. The Synod referred this 


| matter to a committee for investigation and report. 


Thereupon a letter from J. E. Schneider, pastor in “Marion,./ 
“Ohio, i in which he seeks admission into the Synod and reports on 


untoward circumstances in regard to his health and his congrega- 


tion, was presented to the Synod, which referred this matter to a 


committee for further consideration. 


_ There was also read a letter from G. Tuerk af Marion, Ohio, 


in fohicks he asks the Synod to send a commission to him to ex- 
amine him and to give him the churchly ordination. After proper 
inquiry concerning the qualifications of the petitioner the Secre- 
tary was instructed to write him that the Synod could not enter 


upon his request, because it does not find anything in him which 


would qualify him for the holy ministry, but had learned some 
ee that would disqualify him; that the Synod, however, would 


grant him freedom to recommend himself by better documents — 


_and, respectively, to cleanse himself from certain accusations made 
against him. 


Finally an important missive from Pastor E. ‘Leonhardt in 


Lancaster, Ohio, became the topic of long and careful delibera- 
tion. He proposed and motivated in his document first and fore- 
most an alteration of § 10 of Chap. IV ™ and § 14 of Chap. V 7 


_ of the constitution. — 
In the many-sided eh prolonged Ge of this topic it 


became very apparent that the Synod indeed wished a certain uni- 


_formity and agreement of the outward divine service within the | 
synodical circle, without however, as it is indicated in that § 10,° 


deeming the uniformity of ceremonies necessary to the true unity 


_of the Church, or without wishing to impair thereby in the least 


the Christian liberty. — . 
IV. Transactions on Thireday, April 29 


The deliberation about the change of § 10 of Chap. IV,”* etc., 


proposed by Pastor E. Leonhardt, were continued today and his 
many remarks were properly evaluated. — After various motions 
the following amendment to that paragraph was finally adopted: 


- 106 


“rf the Synod aie to une 1, ee 10, as is its ‘constitu- ti 
tion deems it its business to attempt the greatest possible uniformity 
~ in ceremonies, it does not proceed (as stated in § 14 of Chap. Vso 
— from the principle as though such uniformity is necessary for the 
essence of the true Church; but it only deems such uniformity 


wholesome, especially under the conditions in which our Church 
finds itself here. — The Synod also does not want any kind of 


coercion in introducing a ceremony, but that everything should 


‘be placed into the liberty of the respective eoaereeche after 


preceding and thorough instruction of the consciences.” 

Now the rest of that document was also read. — The Synod 
declared concerning the remarks of Pastor Leonhardt regarding © 
Chap. VI a, § 7,'* that it did not share his misgivings concerning 
the call and the exaltation of the President of the Synod as a 
Visitor for reasons which were ventilated during the discussion 
of this topic; — it decided, however, that the rule should remain 
temporary, according to which the President during the three years 


of his term of office should employ all diligence to visit all the 


congregations of the synodical circle either personally or through 
the Vice-Presidents.— An amendment proposed by Pastor Leon- 
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hardt regarding ordination did not find ‘any assent, because the 
matter itself is already contained in the constitution. His com- 
plaint concerning the decision as to the time and place of this year’s — 
synodical meeting did not convince the Synod that anything had 
been done against Christian love. Finally, the complaint of the 


same that certain pastors not in connection with any synod ordained 
other correctly called ministers of the Church, induced the Synod 


to instruct the Secretary in consultation with Pastor A. Ernst to 
answer him in the name of the Synod by letter; the Secretary, 
however, was later excused from this task imposed upon him in’ 
his absence, and the execution of this was referred to Pastor Fuer- 
bringer. 

Finally the Synod declared its joy at the live interest in syn- 
odical matters on the part of Pastor Leonhardt, as ec by his 
valuable memorial. 

The committee to which the letter of Pastor J. B. Schneider 
had been referred, now presented its report, as a result of which 
Pastor G. H. Loeber was instructed to write and to counsel him; 


« 


ane i 
be igo 4 
TA ‘ . 


also to admonish him ¢ to take the proper steps. to obtain church 


ordination. a 


Also the committee Panicle was to examine the proposal of 


Pastor Geier and to confer with him and his companion, Mr. Hoe- 
oe: kendorf, rendered its report.— From the report of the committee 


~ the following results appear: 


- 


a. Pastor Geier declared that the expression used in the in- 
‘troduction to the synodical constitution: “A sound and not anti- 
scriptural constitution would contribute to the welfare of the 


~ Church” was unbiblical—and in the essay presented against the 


constitution made the claim — 1) Congregations with their pastors 


did not have the liberty to enter into a synodical organization by. 


means of annual conventions and the like, because there is no ex- 
press command of God for this and no promise connected there- 
with; 2) That we had not, as our constitution claims Chap. I, 


toy. 12 in Acts 15 an example of poole times for our consti- 
tution. 


b. Against the first assertion sub 1 it was pointed out by the 
committee that according to the doctrine of Christian liberty, that 
which God has neither commanded nor forbidden cannot be made 
a sin; that therefore outward arrangements are in the power of 
individual congregations as well as in an association of congrega- 
‘tions; —that also a general command of God, upon which our 
synodical constitution is founded indeed, is laid down in the 
Apostolic words: “Endeavor to keep the unity of the spirit!” — 
“Let all things be done decently and in order!” — Against the 
second assertion it was said that that passage contained an example 
for us inasmuch as it shows that the congregations at Antioch and 
Jerusalem in free choice entered into churchly connection, and that, 
if those congregations had the liberty to jointly hold a council, 
to discuss doctrine and ceremonies, it is also our privilege to meet, 


if possible, annually for similar purposes. 


c. Although Pastor Geier could not gainsay all this from the 
Word of God, he still insisted on his statement, while his dele- 
gate Mr. Hoekendorf allowed the reasons of the committee to 
stand to the extent that he retracted the objection made against 
the constitution sub 1. Now, since this objection was the main 


‘reason, upon which the rest were based, the committee in view of 


the decided insistence of Pastor Geier upon his once uttered dictum 
could do nothing else than finally to admonish him to examine, the 
whole matter once more seriously before God. 
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in ol to. the ctiticism oe that expression. ae 


bi ee which Pastor Geier had voiced, the ri in " agreemen nt 
with the committee declared, that the introduction published in the 
Lutheraner did not belong to the constitution, but had at the wish 
of the Fort Wayne Conference been composed privately and added 
to the constitution by one of its preachers; that the Synod could 
“not indeed reject that expression, but would wish on account of 


the conclusions drawn, that the author of the introduction might 


have said: “that a sound, not antiscriptural constitution could — 


under the blessing and grace of God serve the need and welfare 
of the Church.” That it further wished that on account of the 


possible misinterpretation those words of the annotation to the in- 


troduction: “It was the constitution and order of the good, old 
time” etc., be omitted. tae 


Since at the time no other matters were before the house, the 
Synod returned to Chap. V, § 8,” and resolved regarding the first 
half of this paragraph to concern itself in the next year in word 
and writing chiefly with the following topics: The Church; Means 


of Grace; the Relation of Prayer to the Same; Law and Gospel; 


Christian Liberty; especially the Contention in Doctrine and Re- 
proof against Methodism in Its Various Denominations, chiefly 
also against the so-called “Evangelical Association,” which is trying 
to insinuate itself into the congregations under this name, as well 


: as agains all unionism. 


- The editor of the Lutheraner was requested to publish a pa 
essay in which the peculiar abuse practiced by many preachers at 
the celebration of the Holy Supper to invite also such people as 
had not gone to confession to partake, is to be censured. 

In the evening the congregation was assembled for a divine 
service. The President preached an ordination sermon and then 
ordained, with the assistance of the pastor loct, the preachers F. W. 
Husmann and F. W. Poeschke, pledging them to all the Con- 
fessions of the Evang. Lutheran Church as the pure and unadul- 
terated explanation of the divine word and will. 


V. Transactions on Friday, April 30, and Saturday, May 1 


Pastor A. Craemer and several brethren with him were de-— 
tained so long on the trip to the Synod on a steamboat over Lakes 


‘Huron and Michigan up at Fort Mackinaw by the ice that they — 


appeared among us only today and entered the Synod. . 
Pastor E. M. Buerger of Buffalo now appeared before the 


ni oka ‘congregation, eet whom a a delegate tad) been sent to the ae 
Synod, and also because an investigation of some earlier actions of « 


his seemed necessary, Ee: committee was sppeniee to apestere and 
report. catty 
By Pastor Dr. W. Sihler a ceoaeeh was brought in, in which 
the congregations should be given the assurance that the Synod 
would make no kind of monetary contributions one of their duties; 
this was adopted in the following form: — 
“Whereas, We were informed that some congregations are 
afraid that by their membership in Synod they would obligate 
themselves to pay certain fixed monetary contributions, we hereby 
declare that we 1. will go only so far in the attainment of churchly 
purposes which require monetary contributions as they are at our 
disposal; and 2. that we will raise ‘such Boney ale oo free- 
. will collections.” 
The committee which had been Pieinted to draft instructions 
for the President regarding visitations now ‘submitted this draft, 
which was adopted after some changes and additions, —and is 
added at the close of this section. i 
In regard to the admission of Pastor W. Richmann, Synod de- 
cided that he would have to submit to a colloquy. This was — 
held in the afternoon (Friday) , whereupon his acceptance followed. 
- The committee which was to report on the request of Pastor 
Dr. Sihler concerning the calling of Pastor Oster to the seminary 
in Fort Wayne now submitted the following resolutions to the 
Synod, which were adopted; namely, that the representative of 
the German brethren, Pfarrer Loehe, be asked whether the founders. 
of that institution would be willing to formally transfer the same 
to the Synod for free disposition and still to support it as here- 
tofore, as far as the Lord would provide, with money, books, etc., — 
since the Synod — especially now in its incipiency — would not be 
in a position to maintain the seminary; that he (Loehe) be re- 
quested as soon as possible to bring all the writings of Pastor Oster 
to the knowledge of the Synod. — The Secretary was instructed, 
with the aid of Pastor Dr. W. Sihler, to write to Pfarrer Loehe. 
Pastor A. Craemer now brought to the attention of the Synod 
a missive sent to him from the Central Missionary Society at 
Nuremberg and thus brought the matter of missions into the dis- 
cussion. After some deliberation the Synod passed the resolution 
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to appoint a commission for heathen missions Silat the end of the 


~ synodical sessions, which in the name of the Synod should enter 


into correspondence with the Central Missionary Society of Nurem- 
berg and that the drafting 6f instructions for the mission 1 board be . 
referred to a committee. 

In regard to the erection, eee and supervision of institu- 
coon training of future preachers and schoolteachers in the 


~ service of the Church, according to Chap. V, § 9,” of the consti- 


tution, the Synod deemed it very desirable that the private institu- 
tions of that kind which are now connected with it (the Synod), 
through some of its members, be placed under the imrhediate super- 
vision of the Synod. 


In regard to the safeguarding of the Synod and its eventual. 


_ future institutions under the civic laws of this country: Pastor Selle 
was instructed to seek information from experts what steps the 


Synod should take in one to become incorporated by the ses 


States. 

To avoid eee  ncetnane the Synod fall declared 
that by the ten days which should be the limit of the duration of 
its annual convention according to the constitution, ten days of 
sessions should be understood. ; 
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Instructions for the President of the German Evangelical Lutheran 


Synod of Missouri, Ohio, an Other States, in Regard © 


to His Visitations. 


§ 1. The President shall spread the visitation over  ghetthees 
years of his incumbency as equally as possible, so that he will not 


be withdrawn from his congregation for too long a time in a 
_ single year. . 


§ 2. Asa rule he shall announce his coming to the respective 


pastors in good time; however, he shall be pepo to appear, if - 


necessary, without notice. 


§ 3. He shall arrange, if possible, to nea a Sunday in the 


larger congregations, and the duration of his stay in each congre- 


gation shall be regulated by the circumstances. 

§ 4. He shall on his visitations look up also those preachers 
who are only advisory members of the Synod, if it is their and their 
congregations’ wish and if the latter will cover the costs incurred 


- thereby. 
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Soap ing expenses ‘phich d jis not he eA ah Freewill collections of the oe 


congregations visited from the synodical treasury. é 
§ 6. In order to attain, if possible, the purpose of the visita- 


tions mentioned in Chap. V, § 7,\° the President shall ust has 


: a. at least once listen to the sermon of the pastor in the Bee 
setvice. 


b. In doing ah he shall, above ally observe whether the mater ¥ 


rightly divides Law and Gospel and proclaims the way of salvation 
truly and purely; whether in his sermons he uses simple, clear, and 
distinct language; whether doctrine and admonition are in correct 
‘proportion to each other; whether he combines with pure doctrine 
also the correct warning and reproof of existing errors; and whether 
he does this really out of love for the truth and not out of 
carnal zeal. 


c. Where Sunday Es tae are already in vogue, he shall 


attend them and note whether the children and catechumens are 
held to memorize the text of the Small Lutheran Catechism, to grasp 


the correct meaning of the words, and to rare the Catechism with 


the most necessary prooftexts.. 
d. Beside the matters on which the President is to ‘teport ac- 
cording to Chap. V, § 7,** of the constitution in regard to church 


constitutions, etc., he is to take special notice how the liturgical acts 


and ceremonies are handled by the churches visited by him. 

e. He is to inquire whether and how afternoon and weekday 
services are held and whether catechism sermons are being preached, 
which latter he is to recommend especially. 

§ 7. He is to inquire how the pastor applies Law and Gospel 
in the private care of souls and the discipline and to give him in- 
formation in this tespect in answet to definite questions; it shall 
also be his duty to inquire of the pastor concerning the condition 
of his congregation in regard to the attendance at public service, the 
attendance at confession and the Holy Supper, and at the meet- 
ings of the congregation, and of those things which are contained 

in Chap. V, § 15.” He is in this connection to inquire whether 
and which continuing evils may be found in the congregation. 

§ 8. Since the President is permitted to call a meeting of the 
congregation through the church council, he should use all dili- 
gence, if there are differences between the pastor and the congre- 
gation, which are brought to his notice legitimately, to effect a 
peaceable settlement. 


3 1 


ok § 9. Ee shall inquire ues ‘and which sects eet in theta 
neighborhood of the congregation | aye molest it and what i is being 


‘done 1 in defense. a, 
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10. Concerning the - person of the pastor Sita: the Bia A 


dent shall confer with him in a brotherly manner about the needful 


— 


“taking heed unto himself” and concerning the manner of his 


continued studies. 


§ 11. Concerning the : supervision of ne school ke shall give 
attention especially to the following points: 


a. according to which Be in general the instruction is im- 


parted; 
_b. in which manner especialy the Catechism and Bible His. 
_ tory is taught; 

c. how the school attendance i is; 

d. how discipline i is conducted in the hat 

So 12. It is to be recommended that he in all these functions 
of his office should avoid all appearance of a legalistic authoritarian- 
_ism, but to strive to conduct his office in an evangelical manner. 

§ 13. Finally, in regard to the report which the President, 


it should be noted that in this report everything is to be studi- 
ously avoided that would militate against the rule of brotherly love 


. Bccording to Chap. V, § 7, is to submit to Synod on his visitations, — 


-and the Christian order according to Matt. 18:15; especially, the 
report dare not refer to any confidential neloapanien which has | 


perhaps been given to the President. 


‘THE SECOND WEEK : 
On Sunday after (sic) Cantate in the morning service Pastor 
A. Wolter preached on the Gospel pericope of today: John 16: 


_5-15.—In the afternoon Pastor C. J. H. Fick preached on the 


_. Epistle, James 1:19-21 (sic). —In the evening most of the mem- 


bers of the Synod were gathered in the home of Pastor A. Selle in - 


- one mind and brotherly accord. 


VI. Transactions on Monday, May 3 
Upon the advice of the President it was resolved by the 
Synod that in the future members of a congregation moving away 
from a parish should receive a dismissal, testifying to their con- 


fession and life, from the pastor’s office. 
The discussion of Chap. V, § 9, and Chap. VI, E, § 5b, con- 


‘ 
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He ee ' the last : ‘session, was t now puateas in consequence ae oe 


a committee was entrusted with the drafting of a message in which 


the Synod informed Pfarrer Loehe in Neudettelsau, Franconia, - 


_ Professor Dr. Delitsch (sic) and Diakonus Karsten in Rostock, 


Pastor Dr. Petri i in Hannover and Professor Dr. Harless in Leipzig 


- of the distress of our Church here in America in regard to a learned 


theological institution for the training of Lutheran preachers, and 


to ask them to bespeak the good will of those who in the old 


~ fatherland are interested in the welfare of the Lutheran Church — 


here for their : support in the founding of such an institution. In 


\ this missive attention shall be called to the fact that the Synod 
_ would apply this help to the theological college at Altenburg, Mo., — 


for its further support, if this institution would be transferred 
to it by the respective congregations for guidance and supervision. 

The President then questioned the preachers of the Synod 
regarding their ordination and the obligation connected therewith 
to the entire Symbolical Books of our Church according to 
Chap. II, §2, and Chap. V, § 11,” of the constitution. 


In connection therewith there was a discussion ence 


written vocations of the preachers and calling them away to other 


congregations. 


oe Fhe: committee “aes had been eattusted with the investiga- 


tion and report regarding the matter brought before the Synod by 
Messrs. J. D. Bewersdorf and E. Kauffung for the Lutherans at 
Milwaukee and Freystadt now rendered its report and presented 
the result of their vexatious labors. The opinion contained in 
their report was discussed at great length and finally after several 
fitting modifications was accepted as the opinion of the Synod. 


OPINION (Gutachten) 


Math '*D; Bewersdorf of Milwaukee, ay E.. Kauffung 
of Freystadt, Wisconsin, representatives of 57 Lutherans of the 
‘above-named places, who had signed their names, have appeared 
here before the assembled German Ev. Lutheran Synod of Mis- 

- souri, Ohio, and Other States, and have asked for an opinion 


whether they and those who are of the same mind, who have 


signed their authorization, could with a good conscience call 


another pastor or not in the place of Pastor Krause, who had 
hitherto been their minister.” 
Now, after those two delegates had in full detail presented 
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the transactions which Hedtmken place concerning fe ditcenease ; 


with Pastor Krause in written testimonies and had orally elabo- 


because he did not immediately believe a report of Pastor Grabau, - 
which was called “Acts of the Church” (Kirchenacten), and te-' 
- fused Holy Communion to those who did not consent to give him 


_ rated on what was necessary for understanding the whole matter, 


the following result was attained, as we conclude from the depo- 
sitions the credibility of which we have no reason to doubt after all: 
Pastor Krause has become guilty of 


1 


~ I. the followtie false doctrines: 


1. Of the Church he teaches, that the pastor and ete church 


officers are the Church; and what the pastor decrees even with- 


out the unanimous assent of the congregation, that is the law © 


of the Church; even so, that the Lutheran Church is a visible 


‘Church outside of which no one can be saved. 


| 2. Of the church regulations (Kirchenordnungen) he teaches 
that he who does not submit to the regulations of a congregation 
is no longer a member not only of the parish, but is no longer a 
Lutheran; even that he is no longer a Lutheran who does not 
have bach in the so-called acts of the Church, that is, the pas- 


toral reports. 
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3. Regarding fe iiclerat the office of the Bae ie he re- 
veals false doctrine, inasmuch as he refuses to hear the congte- 
gation which wanted to take him to task for certain sermons. He 
also claims that the temporal blessings on his congregation were 
dependent on his pastoral intercessions, since he says: If he did not 
pray for his congregation, they would instead of wheat receive 
only worms, instead of hogs only serpents. — Finally he testified 


that all those would be damned who did not approve his doctrine — 


and separated themselves from him. 


4. In regard to excommunication he manifested false doc- 
trines; for he excommunicated a man by the name of M. Kruecher”® 


the 90 dollars which he demanded unconditionally for the purchase 


- of a horse, without listening to other fair propositions. Further- 


more, he always excommunicated without the verdict of the con- 
gregation; —he also excommunicated people who did not belong 
to his congregation at all, and would not join in marriage a mem- 
ber of Geier’s church unless this member would declare Geier’s 


, 
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church a sect ands a rabble anes soon as. a, ‘ace. part df. thes + oa 
# Freystadt congregation protested against Krause’s relation to the 


Milwaukie congregation, they were declared by him as being unfit 
and unworthy of Holy Communion, unless they would publicly 
repent. Finally he turned back at least four persons from the 


baptismal font on account of the aforementioned horse-business. 


5. In regard to marriage he teaches that those who were joined — 
in marriage by magistrates live in a pig marriage. 


6. OF the gracious will of God he teaches that God does not 


cate ne goes to the devil. 


7. In general he demands unconditional eine to the 


-Hirtenbrief of Grabau, and still brands all as mobs and sects who 
reject this Hirtenbrief, although the errors of this Hirtenbrief 
have long been exposed and proven. 


II. Pastor Krause has become guilty of the ee grave 


i offenses in regard to his life and the conduct of his office: 


1. Of unseemly scolding from the pulpit and a complete abuse 


of the office of reproof — for scolding and blaspheming; — thus 


he repeatedly called the members of his church “devils, “Luder- 
aner,’ bloated louts (Ruelpse), stupid oxen, old pigs, asses’ ears, 


_ cows’ eyes, moles, doodle bugs— and all that with repeated em- 
phasis and cursing; — furthermore, rabble of Korah, that they 


came to the confessional as well-fed pigs and to the Lord’s Supper 


as fatted swine; cursed and damned devil’s brood, no longer 


worthy to be called human beings; — that the devil would cart 
Kauffung (a member of the Preystadt church) alive into hell in 
a knacker’s cart (Schinderkarre)”,— and all this to a painfully 
felt and continued offense to old did young. 

2. He has proved himself to be a belly-server, since with all 
his rich salary he ensnared the consciences that they must give 
him 90 dollars for a horse; —he also sued those of his members 
who had separated themselves from him before the magistrate, that 
they must give him his salary until his death. 

_ 3. He listens to scandalmongers and publicly reproves sins 
which he has not reproved sabe aon Be of whose peraty he 
had no assurance. 

4. He has become guilty of perjury ae tried to seduce 
others to it. ; 

5. As a proof of the tyrannical conduct of his ministry it 
might be mentioned that he spat upon and repulsed a falsely ac- 
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; 6. He became cule of creating a Ebthn in the congregation v 

_ by. publicly declaring that a separation must take place, and that _ 

_ he adorned all those members who in spite of all this remained ; 

loyal to him with the name “heart-Christians.” oa 

f All this, concerning the offenses in doctrine and life, has ‘ 

been brought to his attention repeatedly, in part orally, partly i in 

. writing, by many members of the congregation, as also in part 
by his clerical brother, Pastor Kindermann, without, however, ob- 
taining the least penitent admission on his part. His accusers 
~ have also sought help in vain from the ministerium ‘to » which 4 
_ Pastor Krause belongs. 


j 
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Now, since all Chetane bree ltrd to God’s Word, for the 
sake of their salvation are in duty bound to avoid and flee all 
~ stubborn. errorists (compare Matt. 7:15; John 10:5; Tit. 3:10; 
Rom. 16:17; 1 Tim. 6:3-5), and since they are forbidden to fel- 
 lowship, on pain of God’s displeasure, with manifest and stiff- 
_necked sinners (compare Matt. 18:17; 1 Cor. 5:11; 2 Thess. 3:6) 
—our opinion, on the supposition that the reports resented to us 
are in accord with the truth, is the following: 
“That Mr. Bewersdorff and Mr. Kauffung with their brethren 
» who are involved, by whom they were delegated, do not only have — 
the right, but also the most sacred duty to flee and avoid Pastor 
Krause as a dangerous errorist and stiff-necked sinner and to be 
intent upon being provided with a fea shepherd as soon as 
possible.” — 
We are also sorry that Pastor Krause aoante) x written © 
invitation of several members of the Synod to come to 0 Chicago ; 
and to discuss with us the pending differences. 
Chicago, May 3, in the year of our Lord 1847. 


The German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missoutt 
Ohio, and Other States. | 


See Carl Ferd. Wilh. Walther, 


President pro tem. 


Fr. Wilh. Husmann, 
Secretary pro tem. — 
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WIL. Transactions on Tuesday, May 4_ 


a, \ ae : > aT ‘ a Se igi 4 otis. a a at tes tee oe - . r 
The committee charged with drafting instructions for the 
<y77°,.. a u ts re 4 c 2g “sf ; “ 4 E . ;. é é, 7 
Visitor now submitted its draft to the Synod, which was accepted — 
with some improvements and amendments and is added at the 


end of this section. - 


Then also the committee entrusted with drafting instructions 
for the mission commission submitted its draft, which was accepted 


(Ae ae 
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with a few amendments and is added at the end of this’ section. 


At this occasion the Synod resolved that this commission in 


ine name of the Synod should ask Pfarrer Loehe for an official 


report whether that mission society in Germany had decided to 
place the Lutheran heathen mission in Michigan under the super- 
vision of this Synod. — da: 


The question put to the preachers of this Synod whether 


their congregations in accordance with Chap. V, § 12,7" submitted 


themselves unconditionally to the Word of God in keeping with. 


their confession, and whether they also fulfilled the conditions men- 
tioned sub b and c, was answered in the affirmative. 

The further question whether in their congregation ceremonies 
were in use whereby the confession of the truth would be weak- 
ened was answered in the negative. — Similar questions were put 


the use of orthodox agendas. The preachers of the Synod were 
also urged to start schools in their congregations and, if neces- 


sary, to conduct them personally. On this occasion the duty’ was 


recognized to work toward the publication of a Bible text book 
(eines Spruchbuchs) and a German reader. 


In this evening’s service the Secretary preached on Gal. 4:26. 


Instructions for a Visitor Recommended by the Synod. 


§ 1. He is to visit, first of all, the German settlements and 


inquire about Lutherans; also in passing through English settle- 
ments he is to inquire for individual German families and to 
visit them. | . . 

§ 2. It shall be his duty to visit the Lutheran households 
and there to inquire 

a. whether these families had immigrated from Germany or 
from the eastern part of America to the west, and how long they 


_ were here; 


regarding private confession, announcement for Communion, and — 


at 18 CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUARTERLY 


te 8 aS ey ee ee ee : ee 
\ Nt Le As Py : at | saul 
‘ be S 
ih z re ‘ ee GE, Lee 
Q = . ~ * “i 5 4 . . 
fs “oF to Pep ae 


om t - ; 


ib: whether. the father and the mother were ‘really both Lu i 


therans; 


c. how many ee or Ee members — of the household : St 
there were; whether they were a baptized and pe many were — 


confirmed; 
- d. whether they had mot or still were being visited by travel- 
ing sectarian preachers, and in what mannet, in case of such visits, 


the latter dealt with them; 


e. whether English or German fanatical and sectarian spirits 


(Schwarm- und Rottengeister) had regular preaching stations in 
their neighborhood and whether Lutheran settlers visited them; 


f. whether and how many Catholic, Reformed, Evangelical — 
(Unierte), etc., people lived in the settlement, and whether they 


_were served in any way by preachers of their denomination; 


g. whether the Lutheran settlers had Bibles, the Small Cate- 
chism of Luther, good hymnbooks, and perhaps old orthodox 
prayer books, sermon books, and devotional books i in the home and 
whether they made regular use of them. 


ieee 14] 

If the Visitor does find good cae but no cate use of 
them, he is to admonish the people in a friendly manner not to 
neglect these treasures and to counsel them how to conduct whole- 
some family devotions; —but if he finds infidel or heterodox 
books in the home and perhaps even in use, he is to convince the 


people from the Word of God that such books are against the 


Scriptures and therefore dangerous to the soul, so that, ee: 
God, the people will cease to use them. - 

§ 3. The above questions should, of course, not be asked in 
the form of an examination, but conversationally, avoiding all 
appearance of officiousness. 


§ 4. He is to inform himself as much as possible of the peek ae 


vailing conditions partly of the individual families, partly of the 
individual members of the same, in regard to spiritual things; 
and hereby he shall, according to the ability that God gives, teach 
and admonish with the Word of God, as the case may require. 

§ 5. It shall be his duty earnestly and lovingly to urge the 
people to institute the holy ministry in their midst. And if he finds 
a number of larger or neighboring small settlements that would 
be willing to call for themselves a Lutheran preacher, he is to 
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-— give them instructions as to the steps they must take to reach their 
purpose. —If, however, the number of Lutheran families visited = = 
in a larger region is too small to call a settled preacher, he is to fg cabo 
admonish them to join the nearest Lutheran congregation which rae 
has a faithful preacher, in such a manner that they would be Pera 
served by the latter now and then with the Word and Sacrament, © 
—but in the meantime to conduct themselves in such a manner 
that they seek to edify themselves from a good sermon book, 
rather than to visit the services of the sects. 
 § 6. He is to inform and instruct the heads of the families, 
especially in case of great distances from regularly served Lutheran 
congregations, rather to baptize the children in danger of death | eyes 
themselves than to have them baptized by itinerant sectarian fas 
preachers. — But in case of special requests from his brethren in AEE 
the faith he is not only to preach, but also to baptize their children. zy, 
$7. It shall also be his duty to gather the children of school © = 
age here and there in the several homes and to ascertain whether fe 
they can read more or less, whether they know something of the ~ 
Catechism, also perhaps whether they know by heart some good 
hymns and prayers, especially the Ten Commandments, the Chris- 
tian Creed, and the holy Lord’s Prayer, and himself, as far as 
time and circumstances will permit, to instruct them in the chief 
parts of the Christian faith. 

§ 8. It shall be his duty, chiefly where he finds that the chil- 
dren have been neglected, in an earnest and friendly manner to 
admonish the parents and to give them instructions regarding the 
teaching of the children, especially in the late fall and winter 
months, and to try, if possible, to advance them so far that they 
learn to read and to gradually fix in their memory the main parts 
of the sacred history of our Lord Jesus Christ, as well as the 
Small Lutheran Catechism. 


§ 9. For this purpose and for the instruction of the adults he 
is to carry with him a number of suitable tracts as well as pic- 
tures from the sacred history. 


- § 10. In keeping his diary, he should be careful to enter the 
number, place, vicinity, outward and inward conditions of the 
fellow Lutherans’ visited, and not to forget to record certain special 
experiences in regard to the purpose of his visit. . 


- $11. Inhis report to the President he should send in monthly 


“accurate eeatirtieal results lof his: visitations; ee his other ex 
ences he i is to communicate. the : most’ important things i in 


- §12. He is to be ppecaibn careful not to become ‘a busybody. By 


; A in other men’s business, even though i it be conducted a heretic ors 4) 


2 heterodox preacher. | 


-§ 13. He is to give an account to the Synod regarding ee eas 


traveling expenses. 


Instructions for the Mission Commission of the German Ev. Lu- 
theran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, ag Other Si tates. 
a. For the chairman: 

The chairman of this commission shall fe held not ents to 
supervise the existing stations of the Synod and, either personally — 
or through a substitute, to visit as many of them as possible, but 
to keep in mind the discovering and founding of new stations, if 
possible, through missionary colonies. In his visitations he is to 
shave a care that the religious instruction is based upon the cate- 
chism of Luther and the whole missionary activity is conducted 
from the standpoint of the Church. He shall seek i in conjunction 
with the rest of the members of the commsision to obtain able 
missionaries from Lutheran missionary institutions, who are to be 
pledged to all the Symbols of the Church, pure in doctrine and 
‘irreproachable i in life. He shall strive to induce the Synod to found 

separate institutions for the training of missionaries to the heathen. 
He is to assist the missionaries in a fatherly manner in word and 
deed. He is to weigh the needs of the several mission stations 
and act accordingly in consultation with the other two officers. — 
He is to request explicit reports from all the missionaries, at least 
quarterly. 


b. For the secretary: 

The secretary is to conduct the correspondence with the sev- 
eral Lutheran missionary institutions as also with friends of mis- ~ 
_ sions in foreign countries who offer their help. He is to pre- 
pare the annual report to the Synod, for which the chairman is to 
furnish the necessary material. He is to gather and arrange the 
statistics of the mission work and have it published in suitable 
manner. He is to start compiling a history of the mission work, 
if possible. 


c. For the treasurer: 


s to receive » the incoming oe disburse the hier, 


‘aime count to (tt maey He shall aie at cate in a tke manner oe agin poh ans 
. ae treasury of the home mission. . Ne ee 
: The whole commission is responsible for all its acts forthe, ae yore 
vo Eiremaccons on Wednesday, the 5th, and i oaresey LP ‘ 
the 6th, of May > ena eS Ua 
; ~The question whether the lay delegates as well as the pastors sits 
should sign the constitution was decided according to Chap. VI, 

— -§ 2,8 viz., that signing on the part of lay delegates was not re- 

; quired. bane . 

The Synod deemed it proper to divide its whole aia, ‘into 
the following six pastoral conferences: ys woe ty aed 
1. District: St. Louis, Mo. 4. District: Monroe, Mich.; ees 
apres Wistrict: Chicago, Ii; 5. District: Fairfield, O.; 
3. District: Fort Wayne, Ia; 6. District: New York, N. Y. 
Concerning the editing, printing, and distribution of this year’s 
on synodical proceedings the following decisions were made: © eae ee ed 


A's > va 


a. that an excerpt of the synodical proceedings, omitting every. 
thing unessential, be printed in pamphlet form; 
b. that the printing of 500 copies be attended to by the com- 
mittee to whom the publication of the Lutheraner is delegated; _ 
c. that this committee assign to each standing member of the 
_ Synod 2, to every five voting members of the congregation be- 
_ longing to the Synod, 1, to the District Synod of East Ohio and 
to the Synod of Tennessee, each, 5, and to the secretary, for distri- 
bution to friends of the Synod, 12 copies. Ce 
, To the motion of Pastor A. Ernst to receive Pastor Schier- ; 
mann ~” as a member, the Synod replied that he would first have 
to submit to a colloquy. Re 
Upon recommendation of Pastor Cainer supported by a 
_ testimony of Pfarrer Loehe, Joh. Lorenz Flessa of Ahornberg in 
Bavaria, at present in Frankenmuth, Mich., was received among’ 
the candidates for the holy ministry by the Synod. 
_ The Synod now proceeded to fix the place and time of next 
year’s synodical meeting. In view of the kind invitation received 
by the Synod from the congregation at St. Louis and in considera- 
tion of other weighty reasons, St. Louis was fixed as the place and 
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Wednesday ee ese as de time 3 the meeting; and it was 
resolved that Pfarrer Loehe be invited to next year’s: synodical 


convention. ; 


The committee ae was entrusted with the jivestiosane of 
the church relations of Pastor E. M. Buerger and the differences 
existing between him and several former members of his congre- 
gation, represented by Mr. Carl Faude," now rendered its twofold 
report: ive 

a. Pastor E. M. Buerger fad formerly, on account of over- 


whelming doubts concerning the divinity of his call, left the min-— 


istry entrusted to him in Missouri and had separated himself from 
the communion of the Lutheran pastors there, — something that 


he according to his declaration would not now do on account of 
his better knowledge. - 


b. The same had later, when he faced to return to fen 


- many, on passing through Buffalo, accepted the call of a number 


of Lutherans there who had been excommunicated by Pastor 


- 


Grabau, to serve them with Word and Sacrament, after he had ~ 


convinced himself by trustworthy documents that they had been 


‘| Page 16 | 
excommunicated without sufficient reasons and after the aeoape 
at arriving at ah understanding had remained fruitless. 
~ In corroboration of this, Pastor Buerger laid convincing proof 
before the committee. 
From the other report the following feat were obtained: 
a. Pastor Buerger had been declared deposed from office by 


‘a number of members, here represented by Mr. C. Faude, because 


he had batred a number of members from Holy Communion and 
this measure had been looked upon by them as an unjust excom- 


- munication; he also had been accused of false doctrine by his 
_ opponents. 
b. In regard to the sere Pastor Buerger admitted before 


the committee that in this matter he had probably spoken and 
acted in an insufficiently cautious and Christian manner and laid 
himself open to the suspicion as though he wanted to be the 
highest court in the Church, though he had declared the very 
opposite in so many words. On the other hand, C. Faude became 
convinced that Pastor Buerger in regard to the claim made could 
not be accused of false doctrine, and admitted that he and those 


B 
, 
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Pihoia be eeented | in ane matter had jhe ecley. of eee ; 
_ transgressions of the law of love and had deposed him from anes 


2 too ) hastily. 


c.. Other points of aiken especially in regard to the ad 


ministration of the Sacraments outside of the congregation on the 
part of Pastor Buerger, as also in regard to a missive against him 


and several members of the congregation, which was the cause 


of the measures taken by him against his opponents, had to remain 


_ for a clearer adjustment or ‘the mutual understanding within the 


congregation itself. 
Now, since the Synod from all this recognized that Pastor 


-Buerger, according to the age both oral and written, pte- 


sented, 
1. had the right and ‘ae ee to accept the call of those Lu- 


therans excommunicated by Pastor Grabau, and that he 


2. could not be convicted of false doctrine and willful sin 
and unfaithfulness in his office, 
it was resolved by the Synod that Pastor pase after a les 


_* be received into the Synod as a voting member. © 


Since, then, with the gracious assistance of God, the business 


of this year’s first synodical convention had thus far been con- 


cluded, the Synod finally proceeded to the election of its officers 
and standing committees for the next three-year synodical term, 
and the result of this was that the following brethren were elected: 
a. as officers of the Synod: C. F. W. Walther as President; 
Dr. W. Sihler as Vice-President; F. W. Husmann ‘as Secretary; 
and F. W. Barthel as Treasurer; . 
b. as examination committee: G. H. Loeber and Dr. W. Gihter: 
c. as correspondent with foreign countries: G. H. Loeber; 
‘d. as the chronicler: Ottomar Fuerbringer; 
e. as the mission commission: C. J. H. Fick as chairman; 


_ A, Craemer as secretaty; and F. W. Barthel as treasurer; 


f. as the committee for the publication of the “Lutheraner”: 
J. Buenger and F. W. Barthel. 
Thereupon followed the solemn commissioning of the Visitor, 
C. Fricke, and then the Synod adjourned until Wednesday after 
Trinity, 1848. | 
To God alone the glory! 
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Mags is " Synodical Treasury Report te Hs a 
i RECEIPTS. >: ie. © as. 3 
I. From Annual Dues _ cou 


_ From the Pastors Buenger, Craemer, Ernst, Fick, Fuerbringer, 
Hattstedt (sic), Husmann, Jaebker, Loeber, Richmann, Sau- 
pert, Schieferdecker, Sepa. Scholz, Schuster, Selle, 
Dr. Sibler, Streckfuss, Trautmann, Walther, Prof. Wolter 
and Cand. Fricke; @ $1.00 2 ee eee Pee: 00 


IL Feat freewill contributions from the 
following Luth. congregations and persons, viz.: 


Congregation in'Chicago. 20... rors 
at © Frankenmuth} Sa. ea eee 2 EG 
sey “Fort? Waynet 224 ee eee 17.00 
a “, Se. Louis’ 21.0 Ae a ne 
: * Marion Twnshp., Ia. (Ind.) ae ee 2.00 : 
; iS ‘ Marshall..Cos Ta. (lad!) ae. ee 23.62% 

_ Congregation at Dieucerelen O.. 2204 See eee AMZ. Wipe 
Widow Weiland in St. Louis, by Mr. Niemann 00, S100 
Teacher Winter in Altenburg, Perry Co., Mo. —50- 

Mr. Gottlob Schmidt, same Pe Oi ae a : A.00: 
, _— $96.323% 
Total Receipts 2 So 42 ee ae 


St. Louis, June 30, 1s = FP. W. BartHEL, Treasurer 


Footnotes to the “Proceedings” of Synod, 1847 


1 Those who were present at the Cleveland ee September 13—18, 1845, 
were Pastors F, Becker, G. Burger, A. Detzer, J. A. Ernst, W. Hattstaedt, F. W. 
Husmann, Fr. Lochner, W. Richmann, E. Romanowski, A. Schmide, G. K. Schuster, 
Cc. A. T. Selle, Dr. Ww. Sihler, F. Winkler, C. F. D. Wyneken; also several teachers, 
P. I. Baumgart and Joh. Kornbausch; candidates for the ministry and students of 
theology C. Fricke and Wernle. A. Saupert of Evansville, Ind., could not come 
on account of the distance. A. Craemer of Frankenmuth, Mich., was absent on 
account of illness, but sent a letter assuring the brethren oF his unity of faith with — 
them. (Fritschel, Quellen und Dokumente, p.50.) Saupert and Teacher E. A. 
Schuermann of Pittsburgh affixed their signatures to the protest against un-Lutheran 

‘ practice in the Ohio Synod (Lutheraner, Vol. 2, p. 42). 


2 The pastors present at the Fort Wayne conference in July, 1846, were 
Th. J. Brohm, G. Burger, F. A, Craemer, A. Detzer, J. A. Ernst, W. Hattstaedt, 
F, W. Husmann, G. H. Jaebker, A. Knape, G. H. Loeber, A. Schmidt, J. E. 
Schneider, Dr. W. Sibler, J. Trautmann, C. F. W. Walther. The following can- 
didates forithe holy ministry were also present in Fort Wayne: Chr. A. Lehmann, 
G. K. Schuster, Boehm, J. G. Wolf, and F. W. Scholz; and the following pastors, 
who could not be present, gave “their hearty consent to the undertaking”: J. F. 
Buenger, O. Fuerbringer, C. F. Gruber, E. G. W. Keyl, Fr. Lochner, and G. A. 
Schieferdecker. (Lutheraner, Vol.3, p.2). Two laymen, Mr. F. W. Barthel of 
St. Louis and Jacob Vonderau, whose brother-in-law Dr. Sihler had become on June 8 
in Neuendettelsau, Ohio, also attended the Fort Wayne conference, as also did. 


a ae ar ts ae 1 at ra ao 
UTA Cee eam Gee act ee yout! 
& : sj 
stud, thea ce son. “oe G. H. Loeber. (Cabottons VOR sae 
-At a preliminary meeting held in St. Louis in May, | eo 
s J. ze, Buenger, J. A. Ernst, O. Fuerbringer, C. F. Gruber, a= 
Bee ws I a a Lochner, G. H. Loeber, G. A. Schieferdecker, Dr. W. Sihler. test 
“ane C. ‘F. W. Walther were eee “Propositions for an Evangelical Lutheran 
Synodical Constitution,” which had been prepared by Walther and submitted to 
Trinity Congregation for its consideration on May 11, were discussed, signed, and 
ptepared for presentation to the meeting at Fort Wayne in July, 1846. easy 9 copy of 
these “Propositions,” probably the original, fifteen pages, in Sihler’s handwriting, * 
dated May 20, 1846, is in the archivessof Concordia Historical Institute. It bears \ 
the signatures of ‘Loeber, Gruber, Keyl, Walther, Fuerbringer, Schieferdecker, Ernst, 
Sihler, and Buenger. To these are added the names of Burger, Detzer, Knape, 5 
_ Jaebker, Hattstaedt, Trautmann, Craemer, Schneider, Lehmann, Boehm, Schuster, ; * 
Wolf, Scholz, Husmann, Brohm, Schmidt, Selle, Lochner, ‘Sdupere. Wyneken, 
“Romanowski, as being in sympathy with the movement to "found a new synod, 
aes names in all. | 


3 Then a swampy town of about 16,000 inhabitants, and still without a single : 
: Seilraad, ; bak 


4 Among those Ze had been present at a Uli inacy conference and were 
' inclined to unite with the Synod, and joined later, were F. C. D. Wyneken, Fr. Lie 
- Lochner, C. F. Gruber, G. A. Schieferdecker, E. G. W. Keyl, J. F. Buenger, and © © 
: A. Saupert. 7 ' : 
5 Among those who had not been present at. any of the preliminary confer- Pepaee 
ences but joined the ans in Chicago in 1847 were C. J. H. Fick, J. G. Streck- | aaa = 5 Cl 
fuss, F. W. Poeschke, E. M. Buerger, A. Wolter, C. Fricke. ; c 
6 Should be, Chap. V, § 24: “If pastors who have not been members of a ie : 
recognized orthodox Chesrch) body apply to Synod for membership, they shall first 
submit to a colloquy held _by Synod and the examining commission” (C. H. I. 
Quarterty, XVI, p. 15). 


a 7 This is the present “First St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church of Chicago.” 
_ Their church building at that time stood on the southwestern corner of Ohio and 
La Salle Sts. A memorial tablet now marks the site. 
8 In July, 1846, in Fort Wayne. 
Bu@hansiilk Sy >. “Advisory members are those orthodox pastors not em- ee Nie 
powered to vote by their congregations, and all candidates for the ministry and the : ‘ 
teaching profession, and all representatives of congregations of Synod Besides the 


delegates.” (C. H. I. Q., Vol. XVI, p. 4). 


10 For short biographical sketches of the founders see Lutheran Annual, 1947. 

—For F. A. Hoffmann, see C. H. I. Quarrerty, XVIII, pp. 37—54.— “Geier”: , : 
Carl Ludwig Geyer (1812—1892) was a cousin of C. F. W. Walther, a Saxon im- a Z 
migrant, teacher in Walther’s congregation, in Perry Co., Mo., pastor in Lebanon, ; 
near Watertown, Wis., since 1844. =]. L. Flessa was received as a candidate for 
the ministry in a later session. —It is known that Chr. A. Lehmatin (1815—1875) 
was.a member of Selle’s household’ in Chicago about the time of the Synod’s first 
convention and that soon afterwards he supplied in Addison (Lutheraner, 1898, 

. 138). There is no record of his reception into the Synod at its first convention, 
be Walther reported to the Synod in 1848 that Lehmann, upon his request to the 

President, was properly installed in Hanover, near Cape Girardeau, Mo. (Pro- 

ceedings, 1848, p.11). So the remark of Johannes G. Walther in Lehmann’s 
obituary (Lutheraner, 1875, p.53): “Er gehoerte ja mit zu den Gruendern der 
Synode,” is probably correct. 


_ 11 Chap. V, § 24. See note 6. 


. 12 Chap. V, § 14, sub b. . .. “Where private confession is in use, it is to 

be kept according to Article 11 of the Augsburg Confession. Where it is not in - 

use, the pastor should strive through teaching and instruction to introduce it. Yet 

in congregations where the total abolishment of general confession and absolution 

is hindered by insurmountable obstacles, general confession may be kept along with 

private confession.” Pastor Keyl had signed the ‘ ‘Propositions for an Evangelical 

butheran Synodical Cozereurion” on May 20, 1846, in St. Louis, which had made ‘ 


Pasa, eeteceneed to BARI confession Ga: abeblucions but ‘aly. 
The words referring | to the general confession and absolution had bee added i in| 
Fort Wayne in July, 1846 (C. H. LE QuarTERLy, Vol. XVI, Pp. 12) ee ; 

18 Chap. V, § 7. “Synod requires of the President to report on the visita: 
tions he has made by instruction: of Synod“ (C. H. I. Quarterty, XVI, p. 6). : 


‘vise’ institutions for the preparation of future pastors and teachers for the service 


to. <piivetel eaten 


14 Chap. NACE “Synod is to pass judgment on the work of the editor of 


QuarrerLy, Vol. XVI 
15 Chap. IV, § “ Bastia’ of Synod . publication and distribution of, a 
church periodical” (C. H. I. Quarrerty, Vol. XVI, p.5 : 


the synodical paper = * Rive him instructions for his future Sia (C. Hear, 


16 Chap. IV, § 10. “Business of | apy to strive after the greatest pos- — 


sible uniformity in ceremonies” (C. H. I. Q., Vol. XVI, 5 


17 Chap. V, § 14. “Synod holds in accordance with chp 7th Article of ‘hia 


_ Augsburg Confession that uniformity in ceremonies is not essential; ye the 


other hand, Synod deems such a uniformity wholesome and useful (CH OF 


~ Vol. XVI, p. 11). 
18 Chap. VI, A, § 7. The President “shall exert all energy to visit each parish — 


of Synod at least once during the three years of his office, At the annual syn- 
odical convention he is to deliver a report about this” (C. H. I. Q., Vol. XVI, p. 16). 


i 19 Chap. I, § 1. “Reasons for forming a synodical organization. The example 
of the Apostolic Church (Acts 15:1-31)” (C. H. I. Q., Vol. XVI, p. 2). 


20 Chap. V, § 8. “It is the duty of Synod to discuss and investigate in its 


annual convention which articles of church doctrine to emphasize or further especially, 
also against which heresies and weaknesses in life testimony is to be given and the 


manner in which this is ta be done” (C. H. I. Q., Vol. XVI, p. 7). 


21 Chap. V, § 9. “It shall be the duty of Synod to erect, support, and super- 
vise institutions for the preparation of future pastors and teachers for the service 


in the Church... .” (C. H. I. Q., Vol. XVI, p.7). 


22 Chap. V, § 15. ‘Synod as a whole is to supervise how each individual pastor 


cares for the souls in his charge, etc.” (C. H. I. Q., Vol. XVI, p.12). | 


23 Chap. V,9. “It shall be the duty of Synod to erect, support, and super- 


of the Church. . . .” Chap. VI, E,5b: “Pastors also, if possible, are to have 
freewill collections in their mr thie Sa for the synodical. treasury. This money is 
to be used as follows: ... b. for advancement of church projects (founding and 
support of institutions for the prroscatien of future pastors and teachers and the 
like)” (C. H. I. Q., XVI, p. 17. 

24 Chap. II, 2: Conditions _ es Congregations: Wasa of all 


the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. . . .” Chap. V, 11: 


“The ores (for ordination) shall promise to a to the Symbolical Books. . 
(C. H. I. Q., XVI, pp.3 and 10). 


25 Leberecht Friedrich Ehregott Krause, b. 1803, was a peculiar decen He 


came to America in 1839 and took charge of the congregations at Freistadt and 


Milwaukee. He helped to found the Buffalo Synod in Freistadt in 1845. The 
conduct of his ministry was such as to force many of his members to seek an 


“opinion’ ’ from the Missouri Synod in 1847. Later on the Buffalo Synod concurred- 


in the “opinion’ ’ of Missouri. In 1848 he was called to Martinsville, near Buffalo, 
but soon got into difficulties with Grabau and also with his congregation. In 1850 


‘he returned to Wisconsin, tried to make his peace with the Milwaukee congrega- 


tion (of which E, G. W. Keyl had meanwhile become the pastor), and declared his 
separation from the Buffalo Synod on Dec. 5, 1850. For a short time he served 
a congregation at Roseville near Detroit, where he was installed by G. Schaller 
at the request of President a oe on March 18, 1851 (Letter of Krause to 


Walther, March 19, 1851. C. H. I. Q.). At the ‘Milwaukee convention of the 


Missouri Synod in 1851 he er application for membership but could not be 
present on account of illness. The application was tabled use a previous “ex- 
planation” was deemed necessary. In 1852 he attended the synod in Fort Wayne 
as a guest. In 1853 he went to Germany and into the Prussian Union. Upon 


; ; aa, of, Keone care gaunt “Buffalo Vinee t May? vhs 
56). Eni 1856 we find Krause in Minnesota as one of the pioneer pastors. there, 
“organizing St. Martin’s Church in Winona. After a year he left to join the: => barr oN he 
Illinois Synod, then returned to Winona, 1862—1864. In 1862 Krause, as senior f fee ie 
_— ministerii, Warns of Bethalto, Ill, Wier of Washington, Minn., and Junge OF 6 fs yh hey 
~  New- Oregon, Towa, formed the Concordia Synod of the West, which, however, had ts 
a brief existence, because Krause and Wier joined the Ohio Synod. "Krause finally are chal 
moved. to Australia, where he died as the pastor of a union church eis H. 1. 2 f. safari ee | 
Vol. II, p. 81; Conc. Cycl.; Faith-Life, XIII, No.7, p. 8). ; eS 


26 Martin Krueger was one of the four men who acted as a committee for 
the immigration of the Grabau group in 1839 (Wachende Kirche, 55, P. 17). After 
his excommunication by Krause, Krueger joined Geyer’s congregation in Lebanon, 
near Watertown. 


27 Chap. V,12. “A congregation can be served by a pastor eee Synod only: 
a. if the congregation declares that it will submit to the Word of God, as only the Es e; 
Lutheran Church, does... . ai ; 


28 Chap. VI, 2, should be, Chap. VI, E, 2: “One can become a member of 
oe Synod only by subscribing to the synodical constitution.” 


29 Pastor Schiermann — probably the former Teacher E. A. Schuermann of _ 
Pittsburgh, who was present at the Cleveland conference in 1845. 4 


» 80 Carl Faude — “In the fall of 1838 Krause’s congregation had already de For aa? | 
cided to emigrate, and Krause, together with Faude, one of the elders, had gone pre ey 
_ahead to look over the lay of the land” (C. H. I. Q, XVIUT, p. 9). 
(Translation and Notes by Karu KRETZMANN) é 


¢ 


The History of American Lutheran Missions in Asia, 
Africa, and Oceania Since World War I 
By the REV. ORVILLE A. BUNTROCK, A. B., B. D. 
III. The American Lutheran Church in India 5 | 
For many years prior to the outbreak of World War I OLS a or 
individuals and congregations of the Joint Synod of Ohio had Mahe : 
been contributing large sums to the foreign mission work of the : 
Hermannsburg Society, since they had no foreign mission project | Eh 
_ of their own. In 1908 President C. H. L. Schuette authorized a . 
committee to consider the possibility of locating a foreign mission "y 
field of their own. In 1913, after much negotiation, the Her- re 
mannsburg Society agreed to turn two stations, Puttur and Kodur, : 
over to the Ohio Synod for approximately $18,000. This sum 
was to cover the cost of physical equipment at the stations. The 
Hermannsburg missionaries were to continue in the field until the 
Joint Synod of Ohio could send the necessary men. The Rev. Jesse 
_ P. Pflueger, now of Parkland, Washington, was called and com- Pe ty 
missioned on Pentecost, May 31, 1914, at St. Paul’s Lutheran ee 
Church, Columbus, Ohio. Soon thereafter he started for India via | 
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edge of their future work.* 


In 1920 the Joint Synod of Ohio again tried to supply this 
field with missionaries, and this time they succeeded. In May 


the Rev. A. W. Wilch, the Rev. and Mrs. S. Nicholson, and Miss 


Laura Nicholson were sent to India. In July they were followed 
by C. V. Sheatsley, the commissioner of the Board of Foreign 
_ Missions and on July 24, 1920, on the veranda of the old mission 


bungalow, the India Conference of the Joint Synod of Ohio was — 


formed, taking over all the work of the Hermannsburg Society.’ 

After the British government permitted the German mission- 
aries to return under certain conditions, they naturally desired to 
return to at least a part of their work in India. After represen- 
tatives of both societies met in Hermannsburg in July, 1929, it 
was decided that the Hermannsburg Society and the commissioners 
of the Joint Synod of Ohio write a petition to the India govern- 
ment to turn over the entire work and property of the mission in 
India to the Joint Synod of Ohio. This was accomplished, ‘and 
as a token of good will the Ohio commissioners pledged $15,000 
to the Hermannsburg Society toward its mission work in South 
Africa. | 


The India Conference is organized under the constitution 


1 F. Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, Both Sides of the Equator, pp. 193—195. 
2 Ibid., pp. 195—196. 

3 Ibid., pp. 196—197. 

4 Ibid, pp. 197—198. 
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- which it adopted in its first meeting in 1920 and which later was 
ratified by the mother church. The conference now meets semi- 

annually and supervises all the problems and business of the 
mission. The study of the Telugu language, the place where the 
missionary is to live, and the general supervision of the work 
comes under the jurisdiction of the conference. Today Dr. R. 

_ Taeuber setves as executive secretary of the home board. Until 
the merger in 1930 Dr. Schneider served in this capacity; then 
he was succeeded by Dr. C. V. Sheatsley. The executive secretary — 
of the home board through the treasurer forwards to the India 

treasurer all moneys collected in the homeland for the Indian 
mission. The home board receives all minutes and reports from — 
the India conference, and, if possible, the missionaries on furlough 
present the work to the Church.” 


ST. PAUL’S FIELD 


In ‘1928 a rather extensive mission territory, formerly held by 
the London Missionary Society and the Arcot Mission, became 
available to the Joint Synod. The Rev. Carl Schwan, on furlough 
at the time, presented the situation to the pastors and members of 
St. Paul’s Congregation at Toledo, Ohio. This church earnestly 
considered the matter and accepted the challenge to support the 
entire field. In the articles of agreement which St. Paul’s signed 
in 1929, they agreed to furnish all necessary funds for the erection, 
equipment, and maintenance of one main station and any sub- 
stations that may be required in connection with the main station 
from time to time. They also agreed to pay the salary of the 
missionary and his Indian helpers. This field centers about Raya- 
choti and Piler. In general it is very similar to the other mission 
stations of the American Lutheran Church. The Rev. Schwan 
has supervision of this field but is subject to the India Conference.” 
Another bond existing between the missionaries sent to India 
and the Indian pastors, catechists, teachers, and congregations is 
the annual Workers’ Conference, where all the missionaries and 
“Indian workers meet in a joint conference. The entire work of 
the mission is discussed and gives an excellent opportunity for 
acquaintance and mutual fellowship. At this time the teachers 
and catechists are examined and trained. For the most part the 
native Teliigu tongue is used at these conferences. 


5 Ibid., pp. 199—204. 
6 Ibid., pp. 204—207. 
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‘The Mant Sdenana? 
quarters of women in India.’ According to the eadtices and cus, 


rs toms of India no man outside of the immediate household is per- 
“mitted to enter the quarters of the women. In the mission field 


the Bible women visit the zenanas and impart the good news. of 


o salvation to the inmates. 


In 1937 two women missionaries were directing this work — 
the Misses Ruth Meyer and Gertrude Kettner.® 

Education is a major problem in India. With a Rees: 
of almost 400 million we can readily understand why India’s 
problem of educating its children would be one of her major tasks. 
In a country where a great many people are poverty-stricken, the 


government would have to find some means outside of direct taxa- 
_ tion to support a public school system. Many sections of India 
_ have no schools of any kind, and any agency that is willing to 
_ educate the masses is welcomed by the government. Literacy in 
India is very low. Statistics show that only about 13 per cent of — 


the male population and two ie cent of the female pope oh 


are literate. 


Dr. Brauer explains the term “grant-in-aid”: 


As a missionary enterprise in India, we are of course not directly 
interested in helping to set up an educational system for that country 
and: finding means for its support, laudable though such a purpose 
would be. But we are interested in training the young to an intelligent 


appreciation of Christianity and the Bible, and therefore we establish 


schools where the children are taught not only the most fundamental 
secular branches, like reading, writing, and arithmetic, but also the fun- 
damentals of our Christian faith. Where our schools conform to a cer- 


tain simple curriculum which the government has set up as a standard 


for elementary schools, we receive what is known as “grant-in-aid. ” This 
means that the government allows a certain amount of money in main- 
taining the school. The government figures that any agency, native 
or foreign, that will help educate the masses in the most elementary way, 
is worthy of some support and is helping India in the aggregate to at 
least read and write. Of course, we recognize that it is possible to become 
a Christian without being able to read or write. The Gospel is of such — 
a nature that it can be taught to people and believed by them though 
they be unable to write their own name or read a single sentence. The 
Lord has been very merciful in making this provision that the Gospel 
may be preached to all men, whether literate or illiterate. But many of ° 


_ the treasures of the Cheon faith, much of the joy of Christian living, 


8 Ibid., pp. 221—223. 
9 Ibid., p. 227. 
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is denied those who ate illiterate; hence, as far as possible with the means 
at hand, we maintain schools throughout our India mison feld® 
From the Women’s Missionary Outlook we quote a brief sum- Pe. 
Brees Beepecas Church, 2 8 ae EM Pale i hes Saab te aero 
-——_-- Our mission field in India is irregular in shape, covering an area about : 


100 miles square, with one and a half million people, caste and un-— 
caste Hindus. The language, Telugu, is the third-ranking language of an or ae 
India, and is spoken by about 50 million people. — H ; ae as 
There we operate a higher elementary school for girls (Grades 1—8) reat 
_ having 250 pupils. Miss M. Stahl is the principal; a co-educational high 
school with about 350 pupils. From the above schools we get our future 
teachers; an industrial school for the girls under the direction of Miss — Sais oer 
Monke. There are about 150 pupils. They take a 3—6 year course in ty SRC 
cottage industries and needlecraft; about 300 village schools, having = 
Grades 1—5; and a Bible training school for girls who have passed, the 
eighth grade and want to become Bible women. — 
There we offer training in a teachers’ college to young men and 
women with ability and character who want to become teachers and — 
eventually evangelists; a two-year Bible course to male teachers in mis- 
sion employ; a three-year course in theology for teachers who have fin- 
ished both high school and teachers’ college courses and whose work and 
_ character are of a high order. From these trainees we draw our lay 
preachers and pastors.” 


- 


~ 


t 


Kodaikanal, the ideal rest station of the Indian missionaries, 
is about 300 miles south of the field of the American Lutheran 
Church’s mission. As the families of the missionaries increased, 
the question was not where to send their children to school (for 
they send their children to a school at Kodaikanal called the High 

~ Clerc School), but where the children were to board and who 


should supervise their life and extend to them Christian parental ese 
direction and leadership. . Aue . 


At this juncture an aged friend in Australia came forward with a 
gift of $3,000, which could be used in providing quarters for the children 
of the missionaries while attending school at Kodaikanal. At about the 
same time a tract of land at Kodaikanal consisting of about 17 acres was 
available at a cost of $13,000. The tract was well situated for the erec- 

tion of a home or hostel for missionary children. It was about an eight- 
minute walk from High Clerc School and seemed most excellently adapted 
to our purpose.... With the sanction of the Board, the India Conference 
made the purchase. In the meantime the Junior Mission Bands through- 
out the old Joint Synod of Ohio were organized into a department of the 
Women’s Missionary Federation. This meant that the Federation would © 


10 Ibid., pp. 227—229. 
11 [bid., pp. 239—241. _ 
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This was in 1919. The $3,000 left by the Australian friend was applied _ : 


to the purchase of the land, and since the entire project was to bea direct 

benefit to the children of he missionaries, it seemed good to all parties 
concerned that the payment of the remaining $10,000 should be a goal 
toward which the Junior Bands of our country ee drive. This project 
was completed in 1930. 

Then the plans for a hostel building were completed and sub- 
_ mitted to the Board and finally approved by the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Federation. The Junior Bands enthusiastically continued 
_ their work, and $10,000 more was collected. The buildings were 
completed in 1936 about the same time that the collection was 
completed.” 

Out of gratitude | to the youngest group in their Church, 
many of them not even of school age, who contributed their pen- 
nies, nickels, dimes, and also dollars, and collected about $17,000, 
the hostel building was named Jumisba, as a lasting memorial to 
their work. Examine the word “Jumisba.” If you separate it 
into three syllables, Ju-mis-ba, you will soon see that it is an ab- 
breviation for Junior’ Mission Bands.* 

March 17, 1933, was a great day for the American Lutheran 
Missions in India, when an entire hospital complex was dedicated 
as a medical missionary institution at Renigunta. The site of the 
hospital buildings and the Pfeiffer Memorial School are located 
on a site of about 26 acres of well-watered land. The cost of the 
hospital buildings was about $75,000. Their erection was spon- 
sored chiefly by the Women’s Missionary Federation. Since its 


formal organization this wonderful society has been supporting the 


hospital to the extent of seven thousand five hundred dollars a 
ie 5 
year. 

In addition to the medical and surgical work of the hospital 
at Renigunta there is also a leper asylum at Kodur under the 
direction of the Rev. Carl M. Doermann. Dr. Abraham, an Indian 


physician, has been doing excellent work as the doctor in charge 


of the leper asylum. 

The dispensary at Kodur was erected by the Sunday school at Butler, 
Pennsylvania, Mrs. Mary Troutman being a large contributor. Tens of 
- thousands of patients have been treated at this institution. This is also 
under the missionary care of Rev. Doermann. — 


18 bids, w. 242, 
14 Ibid’, pp. 242—243. 
15: Ibid.j/ pp. 253—254. 
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ot ate »Way back i in ‘glee days of ieeaeibite Ei rae was als for 
the elderly women of the mission. For many years Mrs. C. Scriba was in 
_ charge of this work, and now it is in the hands of Miss Hepner at Nayu- — 
-dupet. The women’s home in India does not mean a large building or ad a 
group of cottages with heating plants and modern conveniences. It means = 
simply that a place of shelter is eer a a house of mud walls or sun- © 
dried brick with a thatched roof.... From Grant ie to thirty of ee 
aged ones appreciate the service our mission renders.” 
"The lace school, also known as the Women’s Industrial School, 
at Nayudupet has been a mission project since 1901. The pur- 
pose of this project is to provide work for Christian women and 
girls who have been driven away from their relatives by fanatical 
- Hindus. Sometimes there are more than one hundred women en- 
rolled. ve ge 
On a smaller scale Rev. Doermann is carrying Caeward some in- 
dustrial work among his boys at Kodur. These Indian boys are taught 
mat weaving and have even ventured into poultry raising, in which latter 
there seems to be much room for improvement in South India.1® 
The Sheatsley Memorial Girls’ School at Gudar was dedicated 
on September 14, 1943.2° 
The account of the work of the American hee Chrnch 
would not be complete if some reference were not made to the | 
lives of those who helped make its history. We shall list the mis- 
sionaries as they appeared on the mission field: 
The Rev. and Mrs. Carl Scriba. — The Rev. Carl Sctiba was: 
born June 2, 1872, at the mission station Sulurpet. His father was 
a missionary with the Hermannsburg Mission Society. Rev. Scriba 
was educated in Germany and entered the service of the Her- 
mannsburg Society in 1908. At the outbreak of World War I all 
the German missionaries were repatriated by the British govern- 
ment, except Scriba, because he was a British subject and therefore 
demanded to remain in India, his native land. The Rev. Scriba 
served as a connecting link between the retiring German mission- 
aries and the inexperienced Americans. Rev. Scriba could speak 
English, German, and Telugu fluently. This enabled him to render 
valuable service in preparing textbooks in Telugu to be used in 
the schools and seminaries. In all his work he was assisted by his 


17 [bid., pp. 254—255. 
18 Jbid., pp. 2562-259. 
19 Ibid., p. 259. 


20 Richard Taeuber, “Occupy,” The Lutheran Missionary, Vol. XXIV 
(March, 1944), p. 3. 


‘eign mission service bea on eae "1 1937, after. having Ss 

under ‘Hermannsburg nineteen years and) aks the Joint Synod ey 

of Ohio and the American Lutheran Church twenty years”* 
The Rev. and Mrs. Andrew W. Wilch. —Wilch, the senior 


missionary from America, arrived in India in 1920 and indineeiatetth ; 


took part in the organization of the India Conference. This man — 


~ always had charge of the evangelistic work and has served faith- 


fully in many other mission activities. In June, 1929, he married 
Miss Marie L. Haueisen, who on September 5, 1925, had entered 
mission service in India to become principal of the school for 
girls at Gundar.” At the time of this writing the Rev. and 
Mrs. A. W. Wilch and four children are on prolonged furlough. 
Rev. Wilch serves a congregation at Shelbyville, Indiana.” Pe) 
The Rev. and Mrs. Elmer S. Nicholson. —The Rev. and 
- Mrs. Nicholson (Laura Josephine Munson) entered the mission — 
service in the Joint Synod of Ohio, leaving for India March 2, 
1920, and together with Rev. A. W. Wilch and Miss Laura Nichol- 
son, a sister of Rev. Nicholson, were the first missionaries of the 
Joint Synod of Ohio to set foot on India’s soil. Rev. Nicholson 
had a prominent role in the erection of the buildings and the 
shaping of the Pfeiffer Memorial School for boys at Renigunta. 
-In 1935, after he had served two terms, the Board reluctantly re- 
leased tine from mission service. He then accepted a call to a 
pastorate at Ohio, Illinois.” 
_ Miss Laura E. Nicholson. — Miss Nicholson graduated from 
the Hahnemann Hospital training school for nursing in Chicago, 
Illinois, in 1919. She arrived in India in 1920 and, while having 
been trained for nursing, Miss Nicholson spent much of her time 
in India in charge of the Gundar school for girls and the lace 
school, as well as doing dispensary work. After five years she ~ 
resigned to take up household duties in the United States.” | 
The Rev. and Mrs. Carl W. Oberdorfer.— The Rev. and 
Mrs. Oberdorfer (Harriet Elizabeth Stimmel), at the call of the 
Mission Board, sailed for India August 25, 1920. The Rev. Ober- 
dorfer has served as station and eyancelate missionary and also 


21 Brauer and eee) op. cit., pp. 261—263. 

22 F, Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, op. cit., pp. 261—263. 
23 Richard Taeuber, op. cit., p. 4. 

24 F,.Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, op. cit., pp. 265—266. 
25 Ibid., p. 266. 
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senior missionary. on eAilta held. 


The Rey. and Mrs. Floyd B. Kantzer. — 3s Raiesek was com- 
Beene to mission service in 1920, after graduating from Capital 


~ Seminary. He was directed to mend several months in Living- 


stone Medical College to prepare himself to take care of the 
medical ed at Kodar. eae srvine about a he he re- 


ea piuele © Patiedl missionary service. DE ee Sa 
uated from Rush Medical College, Chicago. Before starting this 


course, he was married to Miss Margaret Mettel, of Columbus, 


Ohio. This couple entered the service in India on October 17, 
1929, and took charge of the es and constructing of the 
hospital at Renigunta.”” 


Mr. William C. Krengel. — Mr. Krengel was born at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, June 15, 1885. He was called in 1921 to take charge 


of the boys’ industrial work, which consisted largely in carpentry 
and the making of furniture. He entered his work enthusiastically, 
but not having enough experience with Indian industrial condi- 


tions, he was recalled in September, 1925.”° 


‘ 


The Rev. and Mrs. Arthur B. Nicholson. — The Rev. Nichol- 


son entered mission service on April 19, 1921, and was assigned 


to district evangelistic work on the field. In June 1925, he was 
united in marriage with Miss Martha Buttikofer, who had been 


called to India as a leader in the work of the Bible women.” The 
Rev. and Mrs. A. B. Nicholson and one son now are on a pro- 
longed furlough in the United States, where Pastor Nicholson 
serves a mission congregation in Evansville, Indiana.*° 

The Rev. and Mrs. C. D. Schwan.— On August 19, 1921, 
the Rev. Schwan was united in wedlock with Miss Laura Wiesman. 
This couple entered mission service on October 21, 1921.. The 
Rev. Schwan served as station missionary at Puttar and the large 
St. Paul field. In 1936 he supervised the building of Jumisba at 


26 Ibid. .» pp. 266—267. 

27 Ibid., pp. 268-269. 

28 Ibid., p. 269. 

29 Tbid., pp. 269—270. 

80 Richard Taeuber, op. cit., p. 4. 
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Kodaikanal. 3. At the present time they « aré still i in service in the 
India mission field? : 


The Rev. and Mrs. Carl Doermann. —On August 25, 1921, 
_ the Rev. Doermann was united in marriage with Miss Cora Kaupke 
of Sandusky, Ohio. This couple arrived on the India mission field 
on October 21, 1921. He has served as district missionary, secte- 
tary of the Tada Conference, and as missionary in charge of the 
medical dispensary and the leper colony at Kodur, besides some 
boys’ industrial work.** The geen EE are still serving in the 
India mission field.** , 

: The Rey. and Mrs. z G. Schaeffer. — On Cees 20, 1921599 
Rev. Schaeffer was united in wedlock with Miss Helen. Fain ad 
the two entered the India mission field on December 15, 1921. 
Rev. Schaeffer has instructed and baptized a large number of con. 
verts.” At the time of this writing the Schaeffers are in India.** 

_ Miss Louetta Koehn.—Miss Koehn was educated in St. Mary’s 
High School and Tri-State College, Angola, Indiana, and grad- 
uated from the Bellvue training school for nurses in New York 
in May 1923. She left the United States in March, 1926. After 
serving two years as a trained nurse, she resigned her position to 
become the wife of Rev. H. A. Schulz of the Missouri Syncs 
mission in South India.°” 


The Rev. and Mrs. Henry W. Mayer. — On Pe: 25, 
1925, the Rev. Mayer was united in marriage with Mrs. Frieda 
Elizabeth Warnecke and entered the India service on November 
25, 1925. Besides being a station missionary he has done much to 
_ organize the beneficiary work.** At present the Rev. Mayer and 
his family are on a prolonged furlough | in the United States. The 
Rev. Mayer serves a congregation in St. Paul and i is ES his 
studies at the University of Minnesota.” 


Miss Pernilla Hagen was graduated a the hee Hospital 
training school for nursing at Minneapolis, Minnesota, in April; 


31 F. Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, op. cit., pp. 270—271. 
32 Richard Taeuber, op. cit., p.4. 

33 F, Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, op. cit., pp. 271—272. 
34 Richard Taeuber, op. cit., p. 3. , 

35 F, Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, op. Me p. 273. 

36 Richard Taeuber, op. cit., p. 4. 

37 F. Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, op. cit., pp. 274—275. 
38 Loc. cit. 

39 Taeuber, op. cit., p. 4. 
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1920. Rater’ arriving in fads she iad are of the dispensary 


and leper asylum at Kodar. When her health failed in 1927, _ 


she was forced to return to America, eae she died November 14, 
LOB. ee 
Miss Ruth Meyer left the Seen in Ca 1923, to take 


- temporary charge of the girls’ school at Gudar. After four years 


she returned to Capital University, graduating from the mission 


course in June, 1928, and then spent one year in the Chicago Lu- 
theran Bible School. Upon her return to India she acted as man- 
ager of the girls’ school at Gudar till she was relieved by Miss _ 
Margaret Stahl.. Then she was free to enter the work originally | 
intended for her, namely, the directing of the Bible women in 
their important work.** Miss Meyer is also on a prolonged fur- 
lough and is now engaged by the National Lutheran Council.” 

The Rey. and Mrs. Claude Hildebrand (Miss Helen Danner) — 
set sail for India September 13, 1923. After working in the field 
for about two years they were iorced to return on account of the 
ill health of Mrs. Hildebrand. 

The Rey. and Mrs. Milton H. Schramm. — After Ae his 
college work at Capital University, Mr. Schramm went to India 


to take temporary charge of the Tirupati high school. In 1926 


he returned to the United States to take his seminary course at 


' Capital University preparatory to entering the evangelistic work in 


the India mission field. In October, 1929, the Rev. and Mrs. 
Schramm (Catherine Clossman) left for India to take charge of 


. the Venkatagiri station. In 1937 Rev. Schramm became a teacher 


in the pastors’ training school at Rajamundry.* The Schramm 


family is still serving in India.“ 


_ The Rey. and Mrs. (Miss Leola Leah Bryson) F. Fritz left 
for service on the India field September 6, 1928. Besides serving 
as station missionary, the Rev. Fritz has also served as director of 
the Pfeiffer Memorial School in Renigunta.*° 

Miss Lily Prange was graduated from the Lutheran Hospital, 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1925. At the call of the Mission Board 


_ 40 F, Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, op. cit., p. 275. 
41 F, Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, op. cit., pp. 276—277. 
42 Taeuber, loc. cit, 
43 F, Braun and ev. Sheatsley, op. cit., pp. 276—277. 
44 F. Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, op. cit., Pp. 277—278. 
45 Taeuber, loc. cit. 
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Miss Frieda Adler ierved as a nutse in the hospital at Reni- 
~ gunta from 1929 to 1935, when she resigned to return to Kappeln, nee 


Germany, her birthplace.” 


Miss Margaret Stahl took charge of the girls’ shoal at Gudar 


‘in 1930. The success of the school is due to her kind and careful 
administration.” At the present time Miss Stahl is still serving 
the Church in India.” i 


Miss Hepner, a graduate of Capital University, entered the | 
_ work in January, 1934, to supervise the women’s industrial work.” 
Miss Gertruth Kettner, a graduate of Luther College, St. Paul, — 


Minnesota, arrived in India in 1937. She joined Miss Meyer in 
furthering the work among the women of India.” At the time 
‘of this writing Miss Kettner is on a prolonged furlough in the 


United States, where she i is attending the Bible Seminary in New 
York. . ; 


The Rev. and Mrs. William N. Weiss were called by the 
Board to act as directors of Jumisba. Rev. Weiss also had a 
teacher’s certificate and was also called to teach at High Clerc 
School at Kodaikanal. They accepted this call and entered the 


‘Indian mission service in 1937.°* The Rev. and Mrs. Weiss are 
__ serving the Church in India at the time of this writing.” 
Miss Mildred Monke is also one of the eight of the American 


Lutheran Church India Mission staff that are still on the field, 


whereas five are home on prolonged furloughs, owing to war con- 


_ ditions. The Women’s Missionary Federation is seeking transpor- 


tation also for Dr. C. Muthaiya so he may return to the mission 
hospital at Renigunta, where he is so badly needed.” 
Besides the missionary personnel listed above, the American 


47 F, Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, op. cit., p. 281. 

48 Ibid., p. 281. 

49 Ibid., p. 281. 

50 Taeuber, loc. cit. 

51 F, Braun and C. V. Sheatsley, op. ah P. 281—282. 
52 Ibid., pp. 282—283. 
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hundred trained catechists and teachers.” ok : 
‘Tn 1937 the American Lutheran Church had Seve: main sta-_ 
tions and 333 out-stations with 8,324 baptized members and 4, 074 
confirmed members.”* 
Concerning the present pond ods of the mission in Bee 


Dr. Richard Taeuber, the executive secretary of the A. L. C. Board 


rs ak aboot four. i 


_ of Foreign Missions, writes: 


India, at the crossroads of the world and therefore of othe Ta 


_ importance in world affairs, is today at the crossroads in her own internal — 


affairs. She is torn between conflicting forces and emotions. Among 
other forces at work in India, there are Indian nationalism, British im- — 
perialism, and Christian realism. Christian leaders both in Britain and 
India are trying to mediate between the British government and India. 

Christian groups in Ametica and Australia and Britain have made gifts 
for feeding the starving in the Bengal Province of India, where famine 

has been stalking. Such deeds will speak directly to India’s heart. 

Our own American Lutheran Church Mission in the Madras Presi- 
dency in southern India has always combined the ministry of mercy to 
‘the sick, the lepers, and others in temporal need with the ministry of the 
Word. Moreover, we have tried to follow the practice of giving our 
Indian Christians an increasing share in the government, support, and 
propagation of our Indian Lutheran Church. A constitution for this 
Church has been drafted and approved both by the Christians in India | 
and by the American Lutheran Church. With affairs today in India in 
such a critical state and with the certainty that postwar India will be © 
vastly different from prewar India, we may thank God that our mission | 
in India has done so much to prepare our Indian brethren to “take over 
should conditions make that oe ae 
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